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Ov teAevtaieg eEeAlEelg YOpw amtd To Mabnuo twy
OPNOKELTLRWY %O 7] VY HOLOTNTA TNG OLOXOHOALOG
75 BifAov 610 oY0Axd TPOYPOLLLOL.

Recent Developments concerning Religious Education
and the Necessity of Teaching the Bible in the School
Curriculum.

To teAevtaio ypovind StaoTNUa GTNY
EAAGSa vrtnpEay BueAdwdelg eEeiketg
ovoupoptxd e to Mabnuo twv Opnoxev-
Txwv. To ZvpBovito g Emixpateiog o
TPO6oQateg amopdocls Tov (LT aELOu.
1749 xow 1750 tov 2019) éxpLve xotd
TAELOPNQio ToL TOPOVTOL TTROYOALLOTO
omovdwy ToLv Mabnuatog Twy Opnoxev-
TIXWY AYTLOVVTOYLOTIXA XOL XTTOPAOLOE
™y oxdpwon Toug. O Baowxdg Adyog elvor
0Tl To. TTpOoYPAupoTo ouTé o ETtpeTE,
XOTO TO OXETTLXO TOL OLXATTNELOV, Vo
oamevfvvovtal amoxietotind o 0pH6d0-
Eovg XpLoTtavodg pobnTtég xoAALEQY -
vtog v 0pH630EN cvveldnon tovg. Ot
ATTOPAOELS VTES TOL LLUPBOVALOVL TYg
Emuxparteiog Bédlovy téAog otny el pio
dexaetior TepiTOL TPOOoTAbELL EX LEPOLG
TOAWY XL ONULOVTLXWDY OE0AGYWY Vo xor-
Taotioovy To Mabnua twy Opnoxeutiney
oty EAAGSa évar yvwoTixd ovTixelevo
mpowbnong g yvwong tng Opbodokiac,
TV GAADY YOLOTLOVLXWDY OULOAOYLEY XOL
Twv xOPLwyY Bpnoxeldy Tov xdéopoL -
LLOLEYWVTAG XOT AVTOY TOY TPOTIO TLG
TPoOTTO0EELS EVOG XPLTLXOD dLarAdyoL e
™ OpnoxevTinn eTEEPHTNTA, OANE %O TG
oWEXTIXOTNTOG otévovTi 6. TToipoAAMAwG
OUWG XLPWYOLY OL WG BVL ATTOPATELS
%ol Ty eTOLWEN TV €V AGYW TEOYPOU.-

During the last few months, there have
been turbulent developments regarding
the teaching of religion in Greece. In its
recent decisions (Nos. 1749 and 1750
of 2019), the Council of State, namely
the Supreme Administrative Court in
Greece, overwhelmingly declared as
unconstitutional the present curriculum
of religion in primary and secondary
education and, therefore, ordered its
cancellation. The main reason for the
Court’s verdict is that this curriculum
should be aimed exclusively at Orthodox
Christian school pupils by cultivating
their Orthodox self-conscience. The above
decisions of the Council of State have put
an end to nearly a decade of efforts by
many prominent theologians to open up
religion classes in Greece by promoting
knowledge of Orthodoxy, other Christian
denominations and all world-religions,
thus meeting the prerequisites for a
genuinely critical dialogue with religious
diversity and for promoting tolerance.
At the same time, the above decisions
also canceled the pursuance of this
curriculum to present both Christianity
and the religious phenomenon as a
whole within the modern-day world by
highlighting the importance of religion for
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UETWY OTTOLWY YO EVTAEOLY KoL VO KO-
TOYONOOLY EVTHG TOL GUYYPOVOL XOGUOL
1600 Tov XPLOTLOVLOWUO, GO0 KoL EVPVTE-
pa To HpNoxeLTIXO PALVOUEVO, LETL TNG
ovadetEng g onpoaociog g Bpnoxeiog
Ytor ToV oUYYPOVO TTOALTLOWO, T GUYYQO0-
va N0k xow Brondixd dStAppoto, TNy
Poyoroyia, TLG QUOLXEG ETLOTNUEG, TO
ETUXOLOOL XOLYWVLXO TTPOPBANULATO %.0.X.
(Kohoiitltdne, 2001).

To véo oTEVA OLOAOYLOXO M| XOUL XOL-
IO LEbnuor To oolo TEPLYPAPEL
TO OXETTTLXO TNG ATtOPaoYS Tov LTE Sev
umopel va TpoPaivel o TéTolov gidovg
OVOLYUOTO, OTTWE T TTOPATIAV®, POV,
OTTWG TTPOOVAPEPOUE, amtevhiveTOL OTTo-
xAetotixé o OpbHiddokoug pobntés. Avtd
Do €xel g OLVETELX TO VO Y] SLXOLOVYTOL
vo. To TopoxoAovbnoovy pobntég dAAwy
XOLOTLOVIX®Y SOoYUATwY N Opnoxeldy,
OAMNG xow pobntéc oL omolot, oy xow Por-
ntiopévol 0OpbdédoEot, dnAdvouy dtt dev
ToTobeTOVY €OV TOVG EVTOG TWY HOATTWY
g Op06d0Eng ExxAnoiag xot miotns.
EEaAhov To Zvpfovio g Emixpartei-
0 TTPOTPETEL OL& TWY ATTOPACEWY TOV
v HoAtteio voo Oeopobetiost «LtodTL-
oo pobnuoto yia g Aotmég Hpnoxev-
TLXEG XOLVOTNTEG, WOTE VO ATTOTOOTTEL YLOL
Toug LobnTéG 0 %ivdLVOG «TNG EAeLbEPEY
WEoS». AvynTixd AoLtdy TOG0 oL £TEPO-
doEoL XpLoTlovol XL oL OAOEVOL %Ol TiE-
pLoodtepOo avEavouevol MovoovAudvol
oTN XWEX, 0G0 X0l VTOL TTOL ONAWYOLY
abeor N BpnoxevTixd adrépopot, Ha po-
0VY TTAE0V Vo SLexdLUNIGOLY TO BLxH TOLG
<LOOTLLO» pabnuo.

EminAéov de, pe tig amopaoeLg tov
70 ZopLodito g Emxpateiog Stevxo-
AOVEL TN SLYATOTNTO. ATTOAAXY NG ATTO TO
Mébnua Ty OpnoxevTixdy oToLoLdY-
ToTE PLoONTY ETUXUAEITOL ATTAWDG «AO-

contemporary culture, ethics, bioethical
issues, psychology, natural sciences, and
current social problems.

According to the Council of State’s
reasoning, the new confessional or even
catechetical religion classes cannot have
an open character, since, as already
mentioned, they are supposed to be
addressed exclusively to Orthodox-
Christian pupils. This reality will result
in pupils who belong to other Christian
denominations or who come from
different religious backgrounds altogether,
not being allowed to attend Orthodox-
Christian religion classes. The above also
applies even to those pupils baptized
Orthodox who declare that they do not
consider themselves as belonging to the
Orthodox Church or as adhering to the
Orthodox faith. Moreover, through its
decisions, the Council of State urges the
State to organize equivalent religion classes
addressed to other religious communities,
so as to avoid free time for pupils during
their school attendance. Thus, potentially,
non-Orthodox Christians and the ever-
increasing number of Muslims in the
country, as well as those who profess to
be atheist or religiously indifferent, will
now be able to claim their own equivalent
religion classes.

Furthermore, the Council of State
facilitates the exemption of any pupil from
religion classes merely by an appeal to
“reasons of religious conscience”, since a
more detailed explanation of such reasons
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Youg OpnoxevuTixnng oLYEIdNONG», POV O
AETTTOUEPETTEPOG TTPOTOLOPLOU.OG OLTHY
TwY Adywy Ho amoteAodos amoxdALPY
evalofnNTwY TEOoWTIXWY Sedopévwy. YT
owTEG TLg TPoLTOOETELS oM xoww Opbo-
dokot Xptotiavol pobntég umopody mAéoy
vo. {nTody atoloym artd To pabnue, ite
Yot 3V CLUPWYOVY YLO OTTOLOLGONTIOTE
AOYOULG e TO TEPLEYOUEVS TOV EITE TTALG
emeld emtbopody va eAappbvovy To Be-
Bapnuévo oyoAxd toug Tpdypoppa. Me
ovTéY Tov TPOTO To Mdbnua Twv Opn-
OXEVTLXWY, YLO TTOWTY POPA GTNY LGTOPLO
TOL EAANYLXOV XPATOLG, XLYSLVEVEL VO
XOTAOTEL GTNY TTPAEN TPOOLPETLIXO L&OT-
po, AN xal oL exTtatdevTixol HeoAdyor
vor VTTOPBLBoGTOVY o xaNYMTESG SeiTEEPYS
xoTnyoplog.

O IHaveAAviog Osoroyixdg XVvde-
opog «Kopdg - yra v avaf3ébuton g
Bonoxevtinng exmaidevong» oTNELEE T
VEOU TIPOYPBEUUOTO. OTEIOLSWY UE TTOPEUPA-
OELG TOV XOTA TNV EXOIXOON TWV OYETLUWY
TPOGPLYWY EVWTLOY TOL LLULOLALOL TNG
Emwpateiog. To oxemtind pog Nrov 4t
OTOL TTPOYQOUUOTO. QUTA JLYOVTOL AUPEVOG
1 déovoa Eppacn ato 0pHddoEo ypLoTLo-
VIO SOYUOL XL LPETEPOL OL TTOLPOLTYTEG
YVOOELS YLt T DTTOAOLTTOL SOYLOTOL KO
Opnoxeieg, aAAG e Evary TPOTTO TTANPOPO-
PLOXO XOL «OVOLXTO», €TOL WoTe To Md-
Onuo Ty Opnoxeutinwy vo aevdveton
oe 6Aovg aveEaLpéTwg Toug LabnTée, yw-
olg vo TPOooBaAAeL TNy TG TN TOLGS, OAAG,
oavtifeTa, evnueEP®YOVTAS TOLG YLoL TNV
emxpatodoo Hpnoxeion Tng YWEAg oTNY
omolo Lovy, YLt TOV TPOTO [LE TOV OTTOLOV
ovt 1 Bpnoxeio drapdppwos Ty eAAN-
VLX) LOTOPLO KoL TOY EAANVLXO TTOMLTLOUO,
OAAG xOL EVPVTEPA YLO TN ONUOOLO TOV
Opnoxevtinod @aLvopévov oTov *OGUO
oL pog TePLPdAAeL. Eivor aEloonpeiwto
OTL €L3LXY ETLTPOTY] ATTOTEAOVUEYY OLTTO
tepblpyeg Twv ExxAnoiwy EAAN&Sog %o

would disclose sensitive personal data.
Under these conditions, even Orthodox-
Christian pupils will now be able to seek
exemption from religion classes, either
because they do not agree with their
content or simply in order to free their
busy schedule from an “unnecessary
burden.” In this way, for the first time
in the history of the Greek State, religion
is in danger of becoming an optional
school-course, while theologians could
be practically relegated to second-class
schoolteachers.

2

“Kairos,” the Greek Theological
Association for the improvement of
Religious Education, supported the
last curriculum by intervening in the
adjudication of the relevant appeals before
the Council of State. Our rationale was
that the curriculum in question focuses
on the Orthodox Christian teaching and
other Christian denominations and world-
religions, and in an informative and
“open” manner at that. Thus, regardless of
their individual religious beliefs, it enables
all pupils to attend religion classes in
order to be informed about the dominant
religion of the country in which they live,
how this religion shaped Greek history
and culture, and more broadly about the
importance of the religious phenomenon
worldwide. It is noteworthy that a select
committee consisting of bishops officially
representing the Orthodox Churches of
Greece and Crete had already long before
expressed their assent to the specific
curriculum in advance.
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Kontng elye M0 ex twy TPotépwy exppd-

OEL TN COUPOVYY YYVOUY] TNG OYETLXA UE TA
OUYXEXPLUEVOL TTPOYQAUUOTO GTTOLIWY.

AT ta v Tépw TpoxvLTTTEL oot
TO CLUTEQPAGUA OTL 1] EQAPUOYY TWV OL-
XOOTLXWY OTTOPATEWY TOL XLLEBoVLAIOL
g Emixpateiog amoteAel xaipio xot
lowg xot Boavaoipo TANYLo Yoo To Ma-
Onuo twv Opnoxevtixy oty EAAGD.
Eév dev AMpbody to xatdAAnAo pétpa
oo mAevpag IloAteiog, Hor atoport-
ooVY OTO TO EAANVIXO OYOAELO YEVLEG
pabntedy, ov omoiot o ayvooly To TtE-
ptexouevo Twy Bpnoxsutinwy cLUPOAWY
o T OOl XATOXAVLETAL 1] XOLYWVinL
pog, to BpnoxevTind AeELAGYLO TTOL EXEL
ELOYWPENOEL xaL EXEL evowpatwiel ot
YADOoO pog, TG HpnoxevTLnng TPOEAED-
OMG TTAPAOTAOELS, EXPPATELS XOL TTOO-
ATLXEG, EVOL ONUOVTLXO XOUUATL EAATILXNG
LOTOPLOG KL TTOALTLOULOD CUYVQPOOUEVO
ue v Opbodokio xar tov Xptotioviopo
%ot 01N o€ SLAAEXTIXN ovTLtopdbeon pe
7o loAdp xow tov lovdatopd, oA %o
TOV XWOOLXA XATOVONONG TNG TEYYNG, TNG
QOYLTEXTOVLXNG, TNG AOYOTEXVLOG XOL TNG
Aooypapiog otov Babud mov awtég elvor
ETNPEATUEVES aTtd HpNoxeLTIXA TTEPLEYD-
UEVOL XL CGUYXELUEVAL.

H mpdtaon evég moAtiotinod pobn-
Lotog Twv OpnoxevTixwy, To omolo Ho
€YEL WG OXOTTO TOL TNV TPOWONOoN xOL TNV
xOTAYONOY TOL EAANVOPBHAS30EOL TTOALTL-
U0V, WOTE PECK QVTNG TNG XATOVONTNG
ot pobntég vo umopéoovy vo eEotxetw-
Oovy pe v 0p0630EN yproTiavixn Ex-
xAnoto xo mioty, elxe dtatumwiel TEO
TTOAOD YLOL TTRW TN POPAL ATTO TOY oKL~
oLoTté %oy ™G Ocoroyinng LxoAng
Tov AptototeAeiov Ilavemiotnuiov Oco-
oonovixng Nixo Matoodxo (1982) xou
ovomtoyOnue TEPALTEPW €V oLvEElXL OTTO
Toug aLYOSEAPOLG TTavteA Kohoitlidn

From the above, it is clear that the
implementation of the Council of State’s
verdict can be a crucial and perhaps even
a deadly blow to Religious Education
in Greece. Unless the Greek State takes
appropriate measures, generations of
pupils will graduate from the Greek
school-system being ignorant of the
meaning of commonplace religious
symbols, religious vocabulary incorporated
into everyday language, as well as the
religious origin of stock images, ideas,
practices, and customs. Furthermore,
they will lack the tools to understand
the interrelatedness of Greek history
and culture with Orthodox Christianity,
to interpret their dialectical relationship
with Islam and Judaism, and even to
contextualize art, architecture, literature,
and folklore to the extent that these are
influenced by religious contents.

The suggestion of a religion
curriculum that aims to promote and
understand Greek Orthodox culture so
that students can familiarize themselves
with the Orthodox Christian Church
and faith had long been formulated
for the first time by the late Nikos
Matsoukas, a Professor at the School of
Theology of the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki. Matsoukas’s proposal was
further developed by colleagues Pantelis
Kalaitzidis and Stavros Yangazoglou.
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(2000) xow Ztowdpo Tayréloyiouv (2007).

EEdAov pro dtaitepo evdlapépovoa
TEATAON OE AVTYY TN SLYAPELX xaTtébeoe
o t6te drevbuytrg Tov TEPLOdLXoL Néo
Eotior o vov mpdedpog Tou Idpvuatog
«Aptog ZwNg» ZTadp0g ZOULPTOVAGKNG
(2006), avapepdpevog os éva pébnuo
Bonoxevtixdyy BLBAX0D yopaxthpo. Kota
Tov ZovpTouvAdxn v BiffAog amoteAel Oe-
UEALOXO KELULEVO YLOL TOV EVPWTTAIXO TTO-
ALTLOUO O EVOTTOLO OTOLYELD YLOL OAEG TLG
YOLOTLOVIXEG OpOAOYLES, Lo Toug Tovdai-
0UG, UE TOUG OTOLOVG O XPLOTLAVLOUOG
potpaletor v Iokond Atobvny, yro Toug
MovcovAudvoug ot omotot avoryvwpilovy
v aglo xo Ty awbevtio g BiAov,
OANG OXOUY KO YL TOUG KLTTOYOWUO-
TLopévoug Opnoxevutixd, oL omolol odv-
vortody vor opvnody texunplouéva Ty
entidpaon g BiffAov atov abyypovo To-
Attopd. O ZovumovAdixng Sev LTTOOTNPLEE
BEBaa Ty amodhn vo tepLoptotel To Méi-
Onua Twv OPNOXELTIXWY ATTOXAELOTIXA
%o LOvo ot LeAétn g BiffAou, oAAd to
voo oroteAel 1 BiAog to xevtpixd onpeio
oVaPOPAS TOL PabNUOTOG, KPOL oLGLO-
OTXE OACL TO YPLOTLOVIXE XELUEVOL KO
UVNUEior XTTOTEAODY TEOTTOV TLYA EQUNVELDL
™G. ‘Eva tétoto pabnuo aopaing ot
TIPETIEL VOL ELVOL DTTOYPEWTLXO YLOL GAOLG
Toug pobntég, apod N BifAog amoteAet
Boownd moAitioTind oyolé xo Asttovp-
Yel WG TETOLO GTY) CLANOYLXY] UVNUYN LOG
X0l GTOV OLaPOVLXO TTOALTLOUS oG, €0TW
%0l Ay OEY TO GUVELGNTOTTOLOVUE TTAVTO-
te (BA. Lo Ty LtoTopia xat To ToPdy
¢ BifAov oty ev EAAGSL exmtaidevon
Ztovpov INayxaloyrov, «H Ayia T'oo-
@M oty Exntaidevon», Ocoloyio 85/4
[2014], 211-241).

Qc BLpAxdg Beordyog o xowvodio-
OnxoAdyog Bewpdd Litaitepar eAxvoTIX
™V TEATOGY TOL ZTOVPEOL ZOLWTTOLAGXY),

In this context, a particularly
compelling proposal was made by Stavros
Zoumboulakis, then director of the New
Hestia journal and currently president of
the Artos Zoes Foundation, referring to a
kind of Religious Education of biblical
character. The Bible is a foundational text
of European civilization and an integral
element for all Christian confessions. It is
also relevant for both Jews, with whom
Christianity shares the Old Testament and
Muslims who recognize the Bible’s value
and authority, and even for those being
religiously indifferent, who are unable
convincingly to negate the Bible’s impact
on modern-day culture. Zoumboulakis
did not, of course, support the idea of
confining Religious Education solely to
the study of the Bible, but to bring the
Bible into its center, since virtually all
Christian texts and monuments are in
some way based on its interpretation.
Such religion classes should undoubtedly
be obligatory for all pupils, since the Bible
is a foundational cultural treasure and
functions as such within our collective
memory and contemporary culture, even
if we often fail to realize this fact.

As a biblical theologian and a New
Testament scholar, I find Zoumboulakis’s
proposal particularly appealing, without
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XWELg oot v O€Aw o xoption Ttept-
TTWON VO HELWOW TN ONUACLO TNG ELEV-
TEENG HEAETNG TOL SLorypovixod OpbHddo-
Eov XpLoTiovtopol péao oo Tor pynueio
O TOL XELPLEVA TOV, OAAG xaL péoo amd
™ {wvTovn Tov ToPadoon, xabwg emtiong
%ol oetd TOY JLAANOYO TOL E TO GAAX
doypata, TG dAAeg Opnoxeieg xal Tig
ETULOTNUES. OEAW buwg 36 o eEGpw T
onpoocio xol TNV avéyxn DToEENS evog
LTTOYPEWTLXOV Mabfuoatog Twy Opnoxev-
TLXWY OTNY EAANYLXY TTodeior Yo OAoLG
aveEolpéTwg Toug pabntéc, to omoio Ha
mepthofBaver xo o Tomobetel oe xe-
vtowx 0éom ™ peAétn g BifAov, xatt
TO OTOlO OTNY TPEYOLOa oLLNTNOoN deV
TovileTaL, €xw TNV alobnoy, apxovyTLwg
(o avTLLoloTOM pe To EEWTEQPLXG, GTTOL
dlveton LOLLTERY] ERLPOOT OTN SLOOKTLXY
ToL BLBALxo) o0ALX0L pabnuartog, BA.
evdextixd (TheifSen, 2003; Zimmermann
& Zimmermann, 2013; Roncace & Gray,
2005; Kovxovvépog Atdyxng, 2011).

IMa tovg opbddokovg XpLotiovolg
uontég n peAétn g BifAov sivor aw-
TOVONTOL EX TWV WY OLUX AVEL, OPOV OV
vTpEe moté ExxAnoia ywpeic BifAo.
"Eotw xot av 0o xovévog g Kovng Ae-
oONung dpyloe vo amoptileTon xoTA TOV
JeUTePO oLvar 1. X. xoL SLNVUGE ULOL 0=
%xpolwvy] TTopelo LEYPL TNV OPLOTLXOTOLYON
Tov, N TEWTN ExxAnoia eiye svbig €§
oxNg ws BiBAo g ™y Takowd Avobrxn.
H Aettovpyixn mpdEn g ExxAnociog, to
Beoroyixd tng xeipeva, To0 xNELYRO TNG,
7 (St N YAWooo ™G, 0 TPOTTOG ETTLXOL-
Voviog NG HE To LEAN TNG XL UE TOV
%600, elval o peyaro Babud axdun
xou onuepa PLpaxa. H BiffAog amoteiel
Aotmtéy evdoyevég atoryeio Tng 0pB8d0ENg
EXXANOLOOTIXNG ToTOTTOG. Eivo emo-

of course wanting to downplay the
importance of the study of Orthodox
Christianity as a whole through its
monuments and texts, its lively tradition,
as well as through its dialogue with the
other Christian doctrines and religions.
Here, however, I would like to emphasize
the significance and necessity of having
a compulsory religion class in the Greek
education-system for all pupils regardless,
which will focus on the study of the Bible.
I am under the impression that this
particular perspective is not being stressed
enough, as opposed to the practice in other
countries with a Christian background
(see, for example, Gerd TheifSen, Zur Bibel
motivieren: Aufgaben, Inhalte und Methoden
einer offenen Bibeldidaktik, Giitersloh, Chr.
Kaiser, 2003; Mirjam Zimmermann and
Ruben Zimmermann, Handbuch Bibeldidaktik,
Tubingen, Mohr Siebeck, 2013 - Mark
Roncace and Patrick Gray [eds.], Teaching
the Bible: Practical Strategies for Classroom
Instruction, Atlanta, Society of Biblical
Literature, 2005).

To students who are members of
the Orthodox Church, the significance of
studying the Bible is self-evident, since
there has never been a Church without
a Bible. Even though the books of the
New Testament started being collected
in the second century C.E. and the
canon itself went a long way until it
was finalized, the early Church used
the Old Testament as its Bible from the
very beginning. The liturgical practice
of the Church, its theological texts,
its preaching, its language, its way of
communicating with its members and the
world are still biblical to a great extent.
Thus, the Bible is an intrinsic element of
Orthodox Church identity. It is, therefore,
particularly worrying that under the new
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UEvg LOLalTEQO oLyNoLYNTLXO TO YEYOVOS
OTL UTTO TLG VEEG auvbxeg Do pTopovoaY
oxoun xor OpbddoEol Xptotiavol uabntég
Vo SLEXSLXOVY TNY OTTAAAXYY] TOVS ATTO
70 pabnuo Twv OPNoXELTIXWY, LE ATTO-
TéAeopa va Uy ddoxbovy timote yioe o
OepéAto g TToTNG TOLC.

AvtioTouyo toydovy xot yioo Tovg Xpt-
OoTLOVOUG LaONTES GANWY YOLOTLOVLXGY
SOYUATWY XOL TAPAIOCEWY, OL OTTOLOoL
omaAooabpevol amd To pabnuo Bo yé-
ooLY TN BVLYATOHTNTA VA YYWELCOLY TOV
x6opo g BifAov mov xow yU avtolg
amoteAel ™ Bdom, to OepéAio xar To
%xEVTPO OVaPOPAS TNG TtloTtng Toug. Emt-
Aoy O¢, Ha amoAéoovy T SuvatdTTa
oaAMAeTtidpaong e toug OpbHddoEoug
ovppolnTéc Toug OTNY KATEEOYMNY XOLVN
Béon OAWY TWY XELOTLOVLXWY SOYUATWY,
mrov elvot 1 BifAog. Xdvetow €tol v du-
VoTOTNTA €VOG YOVLUOL SLaAdyov, eVig
TANOLACUOTOG, LG AAANAOYVWELULLOG
%o oAAAoxoTavomnong, N omola BEBota
OTOY XWPEO TOL OYOAELO OQELAEL vou elvort
E€vn TTPOG OTTOLEGONTTOTE TTPOGNAVTLOTLXES
eTUOLWEELG.

A6 GAAY oxomLa elval ool TN
N LeAéTn g BifAov oto mAaiolo evig
ovolxtod Mabnuatog OpnoxenTinwy Lo
OAoVLG TOLG LoBNTEG TTOL EXTTPOGWTTOVY
UN XOLOTLOVIXES DONOXEVLTIXEG XOLYOTYTEG.
Ivwpilovpe TOAD xoAd OTL oNUEPO TTOA-
Aég oLuY®POVOELS VA TOV XO0U.O G O
To emtimeda €xovy xow BpnoxevTixég pilec.
H epunveio g BifAov €xel Suotuydg Ot-
odpopatioet StoryPovixd oL Lovo OeTixd,
OAANG xoL oPYNTLXO POAO TPOPOSOTWVTOG
tdeoroyxa ebvobpnoxevtinég evtdoelg
%o oLYXPOVOELS. AxPLBKG Yior Tov AdYo
oTOY elval xolplog onuootiog n LEAETY
¢ BiffAov xow n epunveia g pe Eva
TPOTO OV YL 0ONYEL GTNY EX UEPOVLG TWY
©LolNTOY *xoTovoMoy Twy aLTiwy Tov 081-

circumstances, even Orthodox Christian
students could claim their exemption
from religion classes, resulting in their not
being taught anything about their faith’s
foundational text.

The same also applies to non-
Orthodox Christian pupils, who, by being
exempted from religion classes, will lose
the opportunity to become acquainted
with the world of the Bible, which for
them too is the foundation and the
reference center of their faith. Also, they
will lose the opportunity to interact with
their Orthodox classmates concerning the
Bible as the shared basis of all Christian
denominations. Thus, the possibility of
fruitful dialogue and a mutual approach,
familiarization, and understanding will
be lost. Needless to say, of course, that in
the school environment, any such mutual
approach must be entirely devoid of any
proselytizing aspirations.

From a different point of view, it is
also necessary to offer Bible-study in a
context of open religion classes addressed
to pupils who represent non-Christian
religious communities as well. Nowadays,
many conflicts around the world at all
levels have religious roots. Unfortunately,
the interpretation of the Bible has played
not only a positive but also a negative
role over time, fueling ideological
ethnoreligious tensions and conflicts.
Therefore, the interpretation of the Bible
to guide pupils to understand the causes
which lead, on the one hand, to religious
fanaticism and on the other hand, to
accepting and practicing the authentic
Christian teaching of love towards all
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Yoy atov HpnoxevTind POVUTIOUO, AN
%ol ™G aheVTInNG YELOTLOVIXNG TTotP&d0-
oG TNG OYATNG TTPOG OAOVG OVEENLOETWG
Toug aYBPWTOLG CLUTEQLACUBOVOUEVWY
%ol Twv €x0pwy, 1 omola LELWVEL OTO
eA&YLOTO TN dLYATOTNTA SLOULGTPOPNG TOL
BiPALxod unvopotog.

TéAog, axdun o yLow Tovg SeSNAW-
uévoug dbeouvg 1 Toug Bponoxevtind adLa-
Popovg Labntéc n peAéty tng Bipfrov ba
TPOOQEPEL DepEALaXT] YVWOY WG TTPOG TO
vTéPBabpo Tov G¥YYEOVOL TOALTIGLOV, O
omolog atodidel Yéytotn akloe aTOo V-
Opddmvo TpdowTo, ot avbpwmivar dt-
XOLWOUOTO, TNV AVTLXELUEVLXY] XOL KO-
OoALxn] Loyl oL T™ENoM Tov VOOV, GTOV
oefoopd g LoToplag, TG TOEAS0CNG Ko
NG LOLOTTPOTWTILOG AUTOUWY XOL XOLVLVL-
XWY OUASWY, 0TNY aELX TWY XOLYWYLXWY
0PETWY %.0.%. Eivor adbvotov vo xoto-
vonbel 0 odYYPOVOG ELPWTALXRAG TTOALTL-
ouoG, M LoTopla, M TEYYY, TO XELUEVOL XOL
N €V YEVEL TAVTOTNT XL LOLOTTPOOWTTLNL
Twv Evpwraiwy ToALTtwy, aveEaptiTong
TOY LOLAITEPWY XATUBOAWY TOVG, XWPELG
TV OTOLYELWON YVWOY Tov OepeAddovg
YOLOTLOVLXOD XELUEVOL.

[Mopd v v Yével LTTOYWENOY TWY
XAXOLXWY OTTOLBWY, OTTWG Elvor odLOVO-
NTO 0T WO ULOG, XAAE XOL GE OAEG TLG
EVPWTIALKES YWPECS, VO LTIAPEEL OYOAELO
XWELG XATTOLOL LVAPOPE OTNY XAXGLXN
motdelo, xwpElg xAmoLo, €0tw, Labnua
OPLEPWILEVO GE aLTYV, €Tol Oo Empemte
vo glvar adLovonTto To vou VTEPEEL o)0-
Ax6 oboTNUo 6TO 0TTolo oL LabnTég va
un dwddoxovtal timote yioo ™ BifAo, va
UNY 0TTOXTOVY TY] GTOLXELWOY], €0TW, PL-
BAxA mtadeian (Mavvopdg, 1998, dmwg
oto Kooitlidng, 2000, . 80). Ztepw-
VTog TOuG PabnTég amd avtiy ™ duva-
TéOTNTOL TOVG ClPVOVUOOTE TNY TTPOoPoom
oty (St T LoToplor xow Ty Puyn Tov

people -enemies included- is of crucial
importance. Such an interpretation would
minimize the possibility of the biblical
message being perverted and misused.

Finally, even for declared atheists or
religiously indifferent pupils, the study
of the Bible can provide a fundamental
insight into the background of modern-
day civilization that focuses on the
individual, human rights, the universal
authority and observance of the law;
a civilization that respects the history,
tradition, and identity of both individuals
and social groups, while holding social
virtues in high regard. It is impossible
to understand contemporary European
culture, history, art, texts, as well as the
overall identity of modern-day European
citizens, regardless of their particular
backgrounds, without at least some basic
knowledge of the Bible.

Despite the general reduction of
classical education, both in Greece and
in all other European countries, it would
be unthinkable to have a school-system
without any reference to it. Accordingly,
it should be unimaginable to have a
school system in which students would
be taught nothing at all about the Bible,
a curriculum in which they would not
acquire even the most basic biblical
education. By depriving students of such
an opportunity, we deny them access to
the very history and soul of Hellenism,
Christianity, and European civilization. It
is indicative of the educational value of
the Bible in the modern Greek context,
that the New Testament, the all-time
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EAAnviopo), tou XpLoTlaviopod xot Tou
EVPWTOIXOV TOALTLOROD. TTOAAD S paA-
Aoy, 6tay edixa  Kovn Atabvixn, mov
otoTeAEL To Storypovixo best-seller 6Awy
TWY ETOYWY, EIVOL YOUULUEYT TTOWTOTOTIWG
OTNY EAMNVLXY YAWOOoO xoL EYEL GLUPBEAEL
xobopLoTixd oty SLddoon Gyt LHVO TOL
XELoTLovtopol, oAAd xoL TOL EAANVLXOV
TIOALTLOROD OE OAOL TOL UM% XOL TOL TTAGT
TNG OLXOVWEYYG.

[Mopa tig TepdoTieg SVOXOALEG KoL
OVTOTTOXPLYOUEVOG GTLS GUYYPOVES TTRO-
xAnoeLg, o «Kowpdg» Oo ouveyloer xon
oTNV ToPovoo. ouyxvElo Yo arywvileTol
Yoo Ty emPBiwon xon yioe Ty ovoéduton
¢ DpnoxevTInNg eExTTadELONG OTN YWEX
pog. Asiypor Tov 0PAUATOS oG ATTOTEAEL
X0l TO oV XELPOG TEVYOG TOL ETLGTNLO-
YLXOD TEPLOBLXOV UOG.

Xe avtéd 1 Opnoxevtinn Exmaidevon
Yivetar epyaielo Tpowbnong tov ToOAL-
TTONLTLOULXOD SLOAGYOU Ol LAALGTO OTO
eEAMNVLXO exTtardevtind obotnuo (AA-
provéxn) xor cuvdvdletor pe tig TIE
WOTE YO EUTIAEEEL EVEQYNTLXA TOUG LO-
Ontég ot pébnon (Buchanan, Lacey xa
Holdpoxn), T Aoyoteyvio-moinon (At-
vt{opoTovAoL) xal Puotxd Tt BifAo, os
ovapopa Tpog To BEpa g dnpLovpyiog
(Moapxovtdvng). Eivor onpovtixd ot o
oLTO TO TEVYOG TToLPoLALAlovTaL V0 TEO-
opateg épevveg: H mpwdtn avapopixd pe
™V EQOEUOYN TwY oAAaywy tov AILX.
omd Toug HeoAdyovg exTTaLdeVLTLXOVG,
oTtnv omoia dtooaivetal OTL, oY XL OL
BeoAbyol ovppepilovtor oty TAELOVOTNTA
TOUG TLG TTALOAYWYLXEG TTPOTEQULOTYTEG
TWY OAANYWY OUTWY, VTTAPYEL SVOKOALX
EQOPLOYTS TOLS 0TN oo TaEN (I'xpi-
Ang). H debtepn apopd tn drepedvnon
™G TTPoowTLxY Bewplog Tov HeoAdyov
%ot N SVVATOTNTA EQUEUOYNG TNG OTNY
eTLPOPPWON HEOAGYWV-EXTTOULSEVLTIXWY OF

universal best-seller, was initially written
in the Greek language and has contributed
decisively to the spread not only of
Christianity but also of Greek culture and
thought in all parts of the world.

Despite the enormous difficulties and
need to respond to present-day challenges,
our Association will continue to work for
the survival and improvement of Religious
Education in Greece. A sample of our
vision is the new issue of our scholarly
journal at hand.

In this, Religious Education becomes a
tool for promoting multicultural dialogue
even in the Greek educational system
(Albanaki) and is combined with ICT
to actively engage students in learning
(Buchanan, Lacey, and Pazarski), with
literature and poetry (Lintzaropoulou),
with the Bible to teach the subject of
creation (Markadonis). It is important
that this issue presents two recent
researches in Greece. The first regarding
the implementation of the changes to the
Curriculum of the RE by the RE teachers,
which find that, although most RE
teachers share the pedagogical priorities
of the changes, there is a difficulty in
applying them to the classroom (Grilis).
The second concerns the exploration of
the RE teachers’ personal theory and
the possibility of applying a reflective
theological-teacher training in the
Greek context (Vallianatos). Finally, the
issue features the reports of the 3rd
General Meeting of KAIROS in Athens
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EAANLXO TTAGLGLO e OXOTTO TOV OVOLGTO-
Yoo (BoAhiawvdrog). Téhog, 6To Tedy0g
Eeywpilovv oL avtamoxploslg amd ™ v
3" MMaveAAvLa Zovavtnon tov KAIPOY

(Papadopoulos) and the international
Conference of the European Forum for
Teachers of Religious Education in Dublin
(Paraskevopoulos).

oty Ab7va (TTatad6movAog) xot ord To
AreBvég XuvédpLo tov European Forum
for Teachers of Religious Education oto

AovBAivo (TTopaoxevGTOLAOG).
Ko avéryvoaor! Enjoy reading it!

Xpnotog Kapoaxding
Koabnynmig Tunuoatog Ocoroyiog E.K.ILA.

Christos Karakolis
Professor
[Tpbedpog Tov AX tou [laveAAnviov Oco-
Aoyixob Zovdéopov «KAIPOX - yio v
ovof3abuton g Bpnoxevtinyg exmaidev-
onNG».
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